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Research Summary

This research deals with an issue about which debate is still
raging, despite its clarity during the era of the Prophet ‘s
Companions and Followers. You may have heard or will hear
that the consensus of the Imams of the four schools of thought
does not mean the validity of the legal (sharia ) ruling if it
contradicts the Hadith of Ahad (Prophetic tradintion narrated by
one trusty narrator ) . Were the Imams of the major schools of
thought ignorant about the Sunnah until someone discovers their
error after their death? Did they seemly rely on their opinions
and whims when issuing their fatwas ( advisory opinions ) and
rulings? Or wear they relying on an authentic Sunnah ( All the
Prophet’s sayings and doings ) to which they were closer to the
place and time of the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings be upon
him, than those who heard the narration of Ahad decades later? !
This was the problem from which the study of this topic started.
It introduced the Salaf scholars’ understanding of the Sunnah,
gave an example of the work of the people of Medina, and
conveyed the opinion of Imam lbn Taymiyyah about it. it
dealt afterwards with the rank of the Hadith of the Ahad, the
difference between it and the Sunnah, and when this hadith is
considered Sunnah. It focused on the Maliki school of thought
and its foundation, and concluded the research with two
important topics: the Zahiris ( followers of Hanifi Sunni schools)
and the Mustanstibans ( users of inference ), and the opinion on
the concept of the Medina School.
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